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With New Zealanders becoming more 
environmentally and sustainably aware, these 
hardwood products truly represent a real point of 
difference and are a fantastic addition to the range 
of quality products already supplied by ITM.

Managing Director and part owner Martin 
Thompson highlights the importance of using the 
durable, low maintenance Australian hardwoods. 
“We use a lot of cedar, pine and larch here in NZ, but 
they require a high level of maintenance. Having 
something that tells a story by being reclaimed/
re-purposed is fantastic and Kiwis are now jumping 
on that bandwagon. The product speaks for itself – I 
give people a sample of our cladding and they can 
feel the quality straight away. It’s a similar price point 
to cedar and considerably more durable (naturally 
40 years plus compared to cedar which is 7-15 years). 
It’s a no-brainer.”

Getting there 

Thompson has been travelling around New Zealand 
educating architects, builders, and potential clients 
about the benefits of building with Australian 
hardwood. “It’s been a great way to meet people and 
tell them about what we can offer as well as learn 
the details of the market. Between the marketing 
we’ve put into LMA and now our relationship with 
ITM, the business has really begun to grow and 
expand, which is great.” 
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Hardwood timber solutions that 
don’t cost the earth
Reclaimed and sustainably sourced Australian hardwood will be available from 
ITM March 1st. LMA Timber are coming on board to supply stunning hardwood 
cladding, large structural beams/posts, decking, and flooring. 

In August 2020, LMA Timber opened its stunning 
showroom/office in Christchurch. The deputy 
mayor of Christchurch officially opened it and 
over 100 builders, architects and clients attended. 
It showcases everything LMA Timber has to offer 
and it is a great place for people to view the natural 
characteristics of the hardwood timber. 

Why Australian hardwoods? 

The obvious question is why import Australian 
hardwoods into leafy New Zealand? Thompson 
admits it sounds odd on the surface: “The truth 
is there really isn’t an abundance of reclaimed 
resource available here. In Australia, you’ve got 
200,000 power poles a year being reclaimed and re-
purposed, along with wharf beams, bridge beams, 
warehouses and other buildings."
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As the hardwood timbers are all Class 1 timbers with 
40 year plus durability, it provides a cost effective, 
low maintenance solution – particularly with 
cladding. The structural nature of the hardwood also 
provides high strength ratings at least five times 
that of an SG8 timber or over twice a Glulam 12 
beam. And then there’s the added benefit of looking 
aesthetically elegant. 

Due to NZ’s geographic isolation we don’t get 
spoiled for choice when it comes to timbers. 
Thompson says, “The building market hasn’t had 
an innovative hardwood product like our cladding 
for a number of years. In the last 5-10 years we’ve 
seen the likes of Abodo and Accoya but both are 
softwood products and are a considerable cost, 
especially when you take into account the ongoing 
maintenance factor and Accoya's high carbon 
footprint because it travels all the way from the 
Netherlands”. Yes, hardwood has been around for 
a long time, but it hasn’t been commercialised on 
a grand scale like LMA Timber are now doing. In 
the space of just under three years, LMA Timbers 
hardwood is becoming a real market disruptor, 
becoming the product of choice by architects, 
builders and clients alike over other timber cladding. 
A recent client testimonial is a true testament to the 
cladding:

“Our builders were very excited to work with 
this beautiful product, and their workmanship 
has enhanced every aspect of it. The arrival of 
our reclaimed hardwood onsite created quite a 
stir amongst the neighbouring building sites. 
Smoko was brought forward, and the tradies 
congregated to assess and admire this amazing 
product, with just a hint of jealousy. The density 
of this timber has increased our home’s thermal 
capacity, an excellent bonus in our alpine 
environment.” – Carol and Warwick Ferrier – 
Castle Hill: Southern Alps

From Queensland to ITM

LMA Timber has exclusive NZ distribution rights 
for Kennedy's Timbers who are based just north 
of Brisbane. Kennedy's acquire around 75% of all 
of Queensland’s reclaimed timbers, ensuring a 
tremendous resource and supply of hardwood. 
From custom fabrication to beams up to 11.8m 

long and 400mm x 400mm dimensionally.  When 
it comes to hardwood, including various timber 
finishes from rustic to fully dressed, there is no 
product that LMA Timber cannot offer.

Thompson states that “sawn hardwood flooring is 
also having a renaissance here in NZ and people are 
moving away from the tropical rainforest decking 
that is common in NZ, such as Kwila, Garapa, Vitex, 
to something more sustainable like the non-tropical 
Australian hardwoods.”

Distribution and supply

A steady stream of shipping containers travel 
between Kennedy’s in Brisbane to ports all over NZ, 
every 2-3 weeks. At present, everything is milled 
to order, with machine coat oiling and staining 
services also available. Lead time is around 8 weeks 
from order, with initially everything coming via the 
Christchurch depot. By May 2021, selected stock will 
be available out of Christchurch for items such as 
cladding and decking.  All other items will continue 
to be milled to order.

For more information on the LMA Timbers product 
range, visit www.lmatimber.co.nz or contact  
Martin on 021 398 800 – martin@lmatimber.co.nz 


